About Alpha
ALPHA IS THE GREAT COMMISSION AT WORK!
        Alpha is a nondenominational 10 week, 15 session course developed for the nonbeliever or non churchgoer to bring them gently and respectfully into a relationship with Jesus Christ. It is also used to deepen and strengthen the faith of devoted Christians.  The Alpha Course was developed at Holy Trinity Brompton an Anglican church in England over 25 years ago and has spread miraculously around the world like a wild fire. It is used by all major Christian traditions in over 132 countries, translated to over 48 languages and Braille. Worldwide over 5,000,000 people have attended an Alpha Course! Experience has taught that no matter where a person is in his journey in faith when attending an Alpha Course, growth will occur and a more mature faith will flourish. The Alpha Course is a tried and true evangelistic tool suitable for wide age ranges and churches or groups of various sizes. Alpha has even adapted itself to successful prison ministry all over the world. It can easily be guided by lay leaders as they lead others toward becoming new or renewed disciples for Jesus Christ. 

What is Alpha?

· Alpha is an opportunity to explore the questions of life and spiritual issues from a Christian point of view.

· Alpha is a practical introduction to the Christian faith; is theologically middle ground and not doctrinal.

· Alpha is an opportunity to learn the facts and truth about the Christian faith in a relaxed, non-threatening and safe environment. 

· Alpha is about equipping churches with a method for reaching the unchurched.

How Does Alpha Work?

· Alpha is led by laymen with clergy oversight.

· Alpha is a 10-week course involving 15 talks on such topics as Who is Jesus?, How Does God Guide Us? and How Can I Resist Evil?.  A weekend retreat is held during the 10 weeks that focuses on the Holy Spirit and how participants can make the most of their lives.

· Sessions are held weekly during the day or evening.  Participants are treated to a meal, view a videotape or listen to a live talk that follows the Alpha curriculum and then break into small discussion groups.

· Alpha discussions are facilitated, not dictated by group leaders.

ALPHA STATISTICS

· Results from two independent studies released in early 2001 showed that 58 percent of US churches studied stated that their congregations had grown as a result of Alpha; more than 25 percent said their churches had “experienced a spiritual awakening.”  More than 45 percent of UK churches running Alpha for five years reported that their congregations remained static or grew, bucking a UK trend of declining church numbers.
Houston, Texas

· Based on the reports of Alpha Course Administrators, we estimate over 24,000 people will have attended an Alpha Course in the Greater Houston Area: 

Cumulative

Year


          Courses

           Attendees 
1995



1



25

1996



4



90

1997



7



195

1998



20



577

1999



33



1396

2000



47



3137
2001



63



6809


2002



130



13557
2003



160 (as of 7/29/03)

24,000 (est.)
· The fact that Alpha is inter-denominational is reflected in that Houston-area churches offering Alpha are:  American Baptist, Anglican, Assembly of God, Christian Fellowship, Church of Christ, Disciple of Christ, Episcopal, Foursquare, Lutheran LCMS, Presbyterian, Roman Catholic, Southern Baptist, United Methodist, Vineyard and others.
United States

· There are 6,130 Alpha courses listed in the US Alpha Course Directory.  Alpha is running in every state in the US and in churches of every denomination, including Baptist, Methodist, Episcopal, Lutheran, Presbyterian, Roman Catholic and Pentecostal.  It is also run in such diverse settings as prisons, universities, public high schools, housing developments, nursing homes, coffee shops, and the US Navy.

· There are 333 Alpha for Youth, 49 Alpha for Prison and 120 Alpha on Campus courses running in the US.

· 42 US Alpha conferences have so far been scheduled for 2003.  An Alpha conference is a two-day training event teaching participants how to run an Alpha Course.  An estimated 12,600 church leaders have attended Alpha conferences in the United States in 2002 bringing the cumulative total to close to 50,000.  
· The growth of Alpha in North America has been phenomenal.  Based on the number of Alpha manuals sold, we estimate over a million people have attended an Alpha Course in the US and Canada: 

Cumulative

Year


Courses in US only

Attendees in US & Canada
1996



202



3,610

1997



458



41,334

1998



1,013



126,061

1999



1,796



257,954

2000



2,771



437,085

2001



4,065



684,785


2002



5,893



1,051,675

2003



6,130



1,051,675

Worldwide

· There are 25,240 Alpha courses running in 132 different countries.

· An estimated five million people from across the world have completed the Alpha Course.

· Resources are available in 48 languages including Braille.

· Alpha conferences are held worldwide including the following countries: Australia, Austria, Canada, Czech Republic, Denmark, England, Finland, Germany, Ghana, Holland, Honduras, Hong Kong, Iceland, India, Ireland, Kenya, Namibia, New Zealand, Norway, Russia, Singapore, South Africa, Sweden, Switzerland, Ukraine and Zimbabwe.

· The growth of Alpha courses throughout the world in recent years has been considerable.  The number of registered courses at the end of each year since 1992 has been:

Year


Courses


Attendees

1992


5





1993


200



4,600

1994


750



26,700

1995


2,500



103,100

1996


5,000



259,850

1997


6,500



543,290

1998


10,500



979,270

1999


14,200



1,556,570

2000 16,100



2,200,000

2001 19,821



3,800,000

2002 24,184



5,000,000

2003 25,240 (as of 4/1/03)

5,000,000 (est.)
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