Alpha Video #4: How Can I Be Sure of My Faith?


Englishism of the Day: 
Three random references: (1) “press-ups” are what we Yanks call push-ups; (2) “porridge parties” really are parties where soup is served in cups or mugs – no word on whether “Irish porridge” contains a little something extra; (3) Harvey Nichols is a very upscale department store, comparable to Saks Fifth Avenue, about a half-mile from Holy Trinity Brompton, where Alpha was started. Not as famous as Harrods, but every bit as posh.

2 Corinthians 5:17
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come! 

James 2:19
You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that--and shudder. 

John 1:12
Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God.

1 John 5:13
I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life. 

1. The Word of God – Facts, Not Feelings

Revelation 3:20
“Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with him, and he with me.” 

Matthew 28:20
“And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 

John 10:28
I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of my hand. 

Revelation 21:1
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea.

1 Thessalonians 4:17
After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. 

Revelation 21:4
“He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.” 

1 Corinthians 13:12
Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known. 

1 Corinthians 15:35-44
But someone may ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body will they come?” 36How foolish! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. 37When you sow, you do not plant the body that will be, but just a seed, perhaps of wheat or of something else. 38But God gives it a body as he has determined, and to each kind of seed he gives its own body. 39All flesh is not the same: Men have one kind of flesh, animals have another, birds another and fish another. 40There are also heavenly bodies and there are earthly bodies; but the splendor of the heavenly bodies is one kind, and the splendor of the earthly bodies is another. 41The sun has one kind of splendor, the moon another and the stars another; and star differs from star in splendor. 42So will it be with the resurrection of the dead. The body that is sown is perishable, it is raised imperishable; 43it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power; 44it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body.
1 John 3:2
Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. 

1 Corinthians 2:9
However, as it is written: “No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what God has prepared for those who love him.” 

2. The Work of Jesus – Done, Not Do

Romans 6:23
For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

2 Corinthians 5:21
God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 

Isaiah 53:6
We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 

3. The Witness of the Spirit – Him, Not Us

Galatians 5:22-23
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23gentleness and self-control.  

Romans 8:16
The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children.
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