Alpha Video #5: Why and How Should I Read the Bible?


Englishism of the Day: The obligatory football vs. soccer reference – and pitch vs. field – also introduces the term “pressgang.” The term has naval origins; a pressgang was a group of sailors or seamen under an officer’s command who would get “volunteers” for military service. Now it simply implies a choice made under duress or coercion.

Psalm 19:9-10
The ordinances of the LORD are sure and altogether righteous. 10 They are more precious than gold, than much pure gold; they are sweeter than honey, than honey from the comb. 

Matthew 4:4
Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man does not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.’”

Hebrews 1:1-2
In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various ways, 2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom he made the universe.
1. God Has Spoken – Revelation

Psalm 19:1
The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands.

2 Timothy 3:16-17
All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 17 so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.

2 Peter 3:16
He writes the same way in all his letters, speaking in them of these matters. His letters contain some things that are hard to understand, which ignorant and unstable people distort, as they do the other Scriptures, to their own destruction.

Luke 3:1-2
In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar—when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, Herod tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip tetrarch of Iturea and Traconitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene— 2 during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the desert.

Luke 1:3-4
Therefore, since I myself have carefully investigated everything from the beginning, it seemed good also to me to write an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, 4 so that you may know the certainty of the things you have been taught. 

2. God Speaks – Relationship

John 5:39-40
You diligently study the Scriptures because you think that by them you possess eternal life. These are the Scriptures that testify about me, 40 yet you refuse to come to me to have life.

Hebrews 3:7a
So, as the Holy Spirit says:

Hebrews 10:15
The Holy Spirit also testifies to us about this. First he says:
Romans 10:17
Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word of Christ.

John 20:30-31
Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this book. 31 But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.

Proverbs 12:18
Reckless words pierce like a sword, but the tongue of the wise brings healing.
3. How Do We Hear God Speak Through the Bible?

Mark 1:35
Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house and went off to a solitary place, where he prayed.

1 Samuel 3:9-10
So Eli told Samuel, “Go and lie down, and if he calls you, say, ‘Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.’ “ So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 10 The Lord came and stood there, calling as at the other times, “Samuel! Samuel!” Then Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.”
Matthew 7:24
“Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock.”

Romans 10:13
for, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”

Acts 2:21
‘And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.’
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