Alpha Video #7: How Does God Guide Us?


Englishism of the Day: The official British pronunciation for the salesperson behind the counter really is “clark.” If they ignore you for too long, however, don’t call them a “jark.”

John 10:27
My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. 

Ephesians 2:10
For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.

Isaiah 30:1-2
“Woe to the obstinate children,” declares the LORD, “to those who carry out plans that are not mine, forming an alliance, but not by my Spirit, heaping sin upon sin; 2 who go down to Egypt without consulting me; who look for help to Pharaoh’s protection, to Egypt’s shade for refuge. 

John 5:19
Jesus gave them this answer: “I tell you the truth, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does. 

Luke 1:38
“I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May it be to me as you have said.” Then the angel left her.

1. Commanding Scripture

Exodus 20:14
“You shall not commit adultery.”

1 Thessalonians 4:11-12
Make it your ambition to lead a quiet life, to mind your own business and to work with your hands, just as we told you, 12so that your daily life may win the respect of outsiders and so that you will not be dependent on anybody.

Proverbs 12:22
The Lord detests lying lips, but he delights in men who are truthful.
Romans 13:7
Give everyone what you owe him: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then revenue; if respect, then respect; if honor, then honor.

Psalm 119:105
Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path. 

Matthew 27:5
So Judas threw the money into the temple and left. Then he went away and hanged himself.

Luke 10:37b
Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.”

John 13:28a
“What you are about to do, do quickly,” Jesus told him.
Romans 10:14
How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to them? 

2. Compelling Spirit

John 10:4-5
When he has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him because they know his voice. 

Acts 16:7
When they came to the border of Mysia, they tried to enter Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus would not allow them to.

Acts 13:2
While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.”
Philippians 2:13
for it is God who works in you to will and to act according to his good purpose.

1 John 4:1
Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world.

1 John 4:16
And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in him. 

1 Corinthians 14:3
But everyone who prophesies speaks to men for their strengthening, encouragement and comfort.

Colossians 3:15
Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful.

3. Common Sense

Psalm 32:8-9
I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will counsel you and watch over you. 9 Do not be like the horse or the mule, which have no understanding but must be controlled by bit and bridle or they will not come to you. 

1 Corinthians 7:20
Each one should remain in the situation which he was in when God called him.
4. Counsel of the Saints

Proverbs 12:15
The way of a fool seems right to him, but a wise man listens to advice. 

Proverbs 15:22
Plans fail for lack of counsel, but with many advisers they succeed. 

Proverbs 20:18a
Make plans by seeking advice. 

5. Circumstantial Signs

Proverbs 16:9
In his heart a man plans his course, but the LORD determines his steps. 

1 Corinthians 16:9a
because a great door for effective work has opened to me

Hebrews 6:15
And so after waiting patiently, Abraham received what was promised.

Joel 2:25a
I will repay you for the years the locusts have eaten.

Romans 8:28
And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.
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