Alpha Video 5: Why and How Should I Read the Bible?


Englishism of the Day: The obligatory football vs. soccer reference – and pitch vs. field – also introduces the term “pressgang.” The term has naval origins; a pressgang was a group of sailors or seamen under an officer’s command who would get “volunteers” for military service. Now it simply implies a choice made under duress or coercion.

Psalm 19:9-10
The ordinances of the LORD are sure and altogether righteous. 10 They are more precious than gold, than much pure gold; they are sweeter than honey, than honey from the comb. 

Matthew 4:4
Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man does not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.’”

1. God Has Spoken – Revelation

Hebrews 1:1-2
In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various ways, 2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom he made the universe.

Psalm 19:1
The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands.

2 Timothy 3:16-17
All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 17 so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.

2 Peter 3:16
He writes the same way in all his letters, speaking in them of these matters. His letters contain some things that are hard to understand, which ignorant and unstable people distort, as they do the other Scriptures, to their own destruction.

Luke 1:3
…I myself have carefully investigated everything from the beginning, it seemed good also to me to write an orderly account…

Luke 3:1-2
In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar—when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, Herod tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip tetrarch of Iturea and Traconitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene— 2 during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the desert.

1 Thess. 4:11-12
(work) Make it your ambition to lead a quiet life, to mind your own business and to work with your hands, just as we told you, 12so that your daily life may win the respect of outsiders and so that you will not be dependent on anybody.

2 Corinthians 12:10
(pressure) That is why, for Christ's sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong.

1 Corinthians 7:32
(singleness) I would like you to be free from concern. An unmarried man is concerned about the Lord's affairs--how he can please the Lord.

Hebrews 13:4
(marriage) Marriage should be honored by all, and the marriage bed kept pure, for God will judge the adulterer and all the sexually immoral.

Ephesians 6:2-3
(children) “Honor your father and mother” – which is the first commandment with a promise – 3”that it may go well with you and that you may enjoy long life on the earth.”
Matthew 6:3-4
(giving) “But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, 4so that your giving may be in secret. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.”
Matthew 18:21-22
(forgiving) Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother when he sins against me? Up to seven times?” 22Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times.”
Proverbs 22:6
(child rearing) Train a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not turn from it.
Proverbs 17:6
(elderly relatives) Children's children are a crown to the aged, and parents are the pride of their children.
Exodus 20:13-15
“You shall not murder. 14 You shall not commit adultery. 15 You shall not steal.”
2. God Speaks – Relationship

John 5:39-40
You diligently study the Scriptures because you think that by them you possess eternal life. These are the Scriptures that testify about me, 40 yet you refuse to come to me to have life.

Hebrews 3:7a
So, as the Holy Spirit says:

Romans 10:17
Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word of Christ.

John 20:31
But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.

3. How Do We Hear God Speak Through the Bible?

Mark 1:35
Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house and went off to a solitary place, where he prayed.

1 Samuel 3:10
The Lord came and stood there, calling as at the other times, “Samuel! Samuel!” Then Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.”
Matthew 7:24
“Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock.”

Romans 10:13
for, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”

Acts 2:21
‘And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.’
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